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by Kia Tan between A.D. 785 and 805,1 and everything
indicates that the volume of foreign trade in China had grown
enormously. In particular, the Muslim Arabs had far surpassed
other nations in their maritime enterprise by the ninth century
A.D. "We have a series of interesting Arab narratives of this
period concerning trade with China. "The ships engaged in
China trade sailed from Siraf on the coast of Fars, where the
goods were brought from Basra, Oman, and other places. They
then went to Mascat, whence they sailed for Kulam-Male
(Quilon), which port was reached in a month. Passing the
Nicobar islands they made directly for Kalah (Keddah) on
the Malay Peninsula, which was reached in a month from
Kulam."3

Kalah or Kalahbar was the most important harbour in
Malay Peninsula about this period. From this place a part
of the goods was probably transported by land to the opposite
coast of the Peninsula. The vessels proceeding to China
touched at or passed by Jaba, Salahit, Harlaj and Mayt, all
situated quite close to one another, and in ten days reached
Tiyuma, probably the island of Tiuman to the south-east of
Malay Peninsula. They next made for Kundrang, near the
mouth of the Mekong, reaching it in ten days. A further
voyage of ten days brought them either to Champa, or Cundur-
fulat (Pulo Condore). From either of these places they made
directly for the Chinese ports.3

1.    Ibid, pp. 10-14,    Pelliot-Dcux Itineraries, B.E.F.E.O., Vol. IV,
pp. 131-413-

2.    Thau Ju-kua, p. 15.

3.    The   sea-route   described in   the text  is   derived from    the
accounts of Sulayman (851 A.D.), Ibn Khordadzbeh (844-848 A.D,),  and
Ibn Al-Fakih (902 A.D,). These accounts have been translated by Ferrand
(Ferrand-Textes).   As Cundur-fulat  is  identified with Pulo Condore, it is
not easy to understand the route described by the Arab writers, vi*.9 from
Kudrang to Champa (10 days), from Champa to  Cundur-fulat (10 days),
and then from Cundur-fulat to China,    I have therefore taken these to
be alternative routes,